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 Appendix Table 6-44
USPTO patents granted in medical technology, by region/country/economy: Selected years,
1998–2014

 

Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

                

World 8,209 8,126 8,145 9,180 7,394 6,133 6,915 6,251 5,567 6,342 10,297 11,350 13,625 15,815 16,846

North America 6,169 6,023 5,740 6,553 5,242 4,404 4,918 4,384 3,817 4,428 7,283 8,243 9,659 11,092 11,623

Bermuda 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Canada 124 124 140 185 122 101 100 92 88 85 141 157 161 214 236

Mexico 6 4 3 3 7 4 4 3 3 1 5 6 5 10 9

United States 6,039 5,895 5,597 6,365 5,113 4,299 4,814 4,289 3,725 4,342 7,136 8,081 9,493 10,868 11,377

Central and South
America

30 31 35 41 20 23 14 13 11 21 20 37 40 52 57

Argentina 11 11 15 15 8 9 3 4 2 11 4 8 12 16 12

Brazil 7 8 8 12 2 7 6 1 4 2 6 13 14 12 19

All others 12 12 12 13 10 8 5 8 5 8 10 16 14 24 26

Europe 1,221 1,324 1,365 1,465 1,236 946 1,020 993 887 1,037 1,662 1,624 2,113 2,538 2,850

EU 1,110 1,191 1,225 1,325 1,105 845 906 888 773 912 1,477 1,412 1,849 2,241 2,507

Austria 12 22 20 30 26 19 21 12 17 24 27 36 49 62 69

Belgium 21 22 19 20 15 9 19 13 15 27 22 30 31 61 64

Denmark 28 37 37 55 34 27 33 23 23 31 49 60 75 82 118

Finland 26 26 28 36 32 24 26 26 22 18 43 30 29 43 52

France 160 167 162 173 136 110 104 107 112 109 176 169 220 224 298

Germany 373 407 475 455 408 278 326 347 300 402 638 551 740 899 894

Hungary 5 1 2 3 0 3 3 2 4 0 6 4 3 7 5

Ireland 10 19 9 22 19 28 22 22 8 20 42 52 49 57 71

Italy 66 75 85 96 80 57 52 60 49 56 77 81 92 136 136
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Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Netherlands 86 76 79 72 63 43 51 51 42 48 76 65 98 111 157

Spain 11 16 14 17 11 8 9 16 7 4 9 12 25 27 34

Sweden 142 141 135 159 118 106 110 77 70 63 93 124 155 159 185

United Kingdom 165 174 152 178 151 125 122 122 96 106 199 179 259 345 401

All others 6 9 7 10 12 9 7 10 8 3 19 20 23 28 23

Other Europe 103 127 131 131 124 91 104 93 98 114 170 197 249 285 326

Former Soviet
Union

1 2 1 3 2 0 1 3 2 2 3 2 4 0 1

Norway 7 12 17 20 16 7 12 14 7 9 27 19 26 28 24

Russia 10 22 12 14 9 11 10 11 12 14 10 17 27 31 27

Switzerland 85 91 101 93 97 72 80 66 77 89 131 159 192 227 274

All others 8 6 9 10 6 9 10 11 16 11 15 15 15 12 17

Asia 624 572 758 849 687 583 716 678 674 622 990 1,039 1,408 1,564 1,681

China 11 8 15 18 15 20 19 22 22 29 63 65 98 103 90

India 4 3 1 4 7 5 11 6 7 10 8 11 21 33 48

Japan 520 451 582 667 517 417 523 524 525 492 765 785 1,022 1,145 1,205

Malaysia 0 2 5 4 3 2 2 0 2 0 1 1 4 3 5

Singapore 3 1 4 6 5 3 6 3 8 9 11 10 22 18 28

South Korea 23 31 43 72 39 42 44 42 47 39 69 83 104 138 178

Taiwan 61 75 102 77 99 94 110 77 61 41 72 80 131 122 119

All others 2 1 5 1 2 2 1 3 1 1 2 4 6 3 8

Middle East 99 98 160 173 134 104 142 109 114 158 228 254 276 386 439

Israel 98 95 158 170 132 103 139 107 110 155 226 243 265 345 409

All others 1 2 2 4 2 1 4 2 4 3 2 11 11 40 30

Africa 8 11 7 11 6 6 12 5 3 7 9 11 16 9 16

South Africa 8 10 4 7 5 4 9 4 2 6 8 8 12 8 11
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Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

All others 0 0 3 4 1 1 3 0 1 1 1 3 4 1 5

Australia/Oceania 57 65 78 87 69 67 93 67 60 69 103 140 113 173 180

Australia 52 58 66 75 53 55 79 61 55 62 91 132 92 154 164

New Zealand 5 7 12 11 16 11 14 6 4 7 10 8 21 19 16

All others 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

Unclassified 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 3 1 1 2 1 0 0 1

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

NOTES:  Patents are fractionally allocated among regions/countries/economies based on the proportion of residences of all named inventors. The EU includes 28
member countries. China includes Hong Kong. Patents are classified under the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) classification of patents,
which classifies International Patent Classification (IPC) codes under 30 technical fields. IPC reformed codes, which take into account changes that were
made to the WIPO classification in 2006 under the eighth version of the classification, were used to prepare these data. Fractional counts of patents were
assigned to each IPC code on patents to assign the proper weight of a patent to the corresponding IPC codes and their associated technical fields under
the classification.

SOURCES:  Science-Metrix, LexisNexis, and SRI International.
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